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1.  ANIMAL DREAMS. [ANON]/: Awake or Dreaming? A dog's story written and 
illustrated by the brothers Wagtail.  
 
London : Day & Son 1866.  
 
4to, pp [8], 61, [3] with 4 mounted and colour tinted lithographed plates, numerous text wood 
engravings in including a pictorial title page, original pictorial green cloth, stamped in gilt and 
blind to upper board, spine plain, a corner crease t first few pages, but a very good copy,  
 
FIRST EDITION; this is indeed a rare title, handsomely produced and illustrated in a superior 
manner. Sadly, the identity of the brothers Wagtail has never been established, or, at least, not 
in JISC, but some bird connotation is clearly intended. The stories are dedicated 'For out 
Children and God Children.' and the authorial side of the partnership pays tribute to a story 
entitled 'Puss and the Captain.' - a classic of animal storytelling by Julia Maitland. In this book, 
the theme is animal dreams, a subject which may be found quite engaging by those so disposed 
to it, with Benbow's autobiographical stories the raw material. £125.00  
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
2.  BRETT, EDWIN [EDITOR].: Boys of the Empire: a journal in colours, of fun, 
instruction, and romance. Edited by Edwin J. Brett.  
 
London, Printed by Leighton Bros. for the Proprietor, Edwin J. Brett; Aug 5th,1888 - Jan 21st 
89,  
 
Small folio, pp 400, with colour wood-engravings in the text throughout except for the 
Christmas supplement [a Ghost story printed in blue], original polychrome pictorial cloth, gilt, 
rubbed but sound, a corner of one leaf torn with slight loss of text else clean throughout,  
 
FIRST EDITION OF THE SECOND VOLUME, comprising Issues 27- 51. The penny 
dreadful publisher Edwin J Brett had achieved huge success from the 1860's onwards with his 
diversification into penny periodicals for boys, commencing with 'Boys of England', and 
developing, as Michael Anglo recounts, into a publishing way with W L Emmett. Crude colour 
wood-engraving had been long employed for penny dreadful covers and plates, but the 
cheapness of Leighton's colour process allowed this all-colour producion to take off in 1888. 
The price was 11/2d, slightly more than an uncoloured magazine, but the addition of vibrant, 
often lurid, colour created a lasting appeal and the magazine ran for many years, albeit with a 
lower circulation than others. The stories were, as usual, mainly serialized and mixed 
contemporary [often school centered] with historical in equal measure; history, of course, 
claimed the more lurid use of colour. Early volumes of this most attractive publication are very 
scarce in the original cloth. £85.00  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

      
 
 
3.  CHAPBOOK.: The Noble and Renowned History of Guy, Earl of Warwick; containing 
a full and true account of his many famous and valiant actions; remarkable and brave 
exploits; and noble and renowned victories ...Also his courtship to fair Phælice, Earl 
Roband's daughter and heiress; and the many difficulties and hazards he went through, 
to obtain her love. Extracted from authentick records; and the whole illustrated with cuts 
suitable to the history 
 
London : printed for Stanley Crowder, (no. 12.) Pater noster Row, [1760?]..  
 
Small 12mo, pp 144, [2, adverts], with woodcut frontispiece and 19 text woodcuts, bound in 
?contemporary plain hessian over ?original boards, free endpapers removed, frontispiece neatly 
repaired to verso gutter, a sound copy of a fragile item,  
 
ELEVENTH EDITION, dated approximately from the tenth which is dated 1759. It is always 
hard to guess when a hessian binding has been put on a children's book, but this one looks to us 
fairly contemporary, the endpaper inscription being 1785. This copy is lacking the final leaf of 
adverts, rather sadly since it is J Bew's Catalogue of Chapmen's Books of which only one leaf is 
present. This was not, of course, part of the original printing, which is quite complete, but a 
later addition, suggesting Bew might have issued this as old stock with his added adverts. This, 
a prose version of the popular romance, happens to be the undated edition of Crowder used by 
Arthur C L Brown for his article on the source of the text, taking this edition to be a reprint of 
Bettesworth's version of 1706 which was, at the time, not available to him for study at Harvard. 
£350.00  



            
 
 

                         
 
 
 



                                
 
 
4.  DARTON, WILLIAM [ENGRAVER].: The Infant's Museum, or, Book of Pictures.  
 
London, Printed & sold by Darton, Harvey, and Darton 1818. 
 
Oblong small 12mo, comprising 16 leabes printed on rectos only, each with two captioned 
engraved images, original red printed stiff wrappers with printed alphabets - upper and lower 
case - to each pastedown, back and front, some foxing throughout and a small ink blot to one 
blank verso, small paper chips to inner margins of wrappers along the spine which is neatly 
oversewn, a sound but sued copy,  
 
FIRST EDITION; an early example of the child's picture book, rare in complete form with 
wrappers and all plates. The Toronto copy, mistakenly listed as 1810 in the digital archive 
where it is clearly dated 1818, a mistake repeated in A! [!] has been partially coloured to some 
plates, but this appears to be by an early owner rather than as issued. £350.00  
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                      
 
 

                                                                   
 
5.  DORSET, CATHERINE ANN.: The Peacock at Home : and other poems by Mrs. 
Dorset.  
 
London, Printed for John Murray [and Manners and Miller, Edinburgh]... J. Harris... 1809  
 
Small 8vo, pp [2], iii, [3],126, bound in contemporary polished calf, sides with gilt fillet 
borders, spine gilt [rubbed] with raised bands, label largely missing, pink endpapers, internally 
generally clean throughout with just an occasional fox spot,  
 
FIRST EDITION; this rather peculiar collection was prompted by the success of Dorset's 
poem 'The Peacock at Home', which had become hugely popular amongst a very young 
readership [partially, it must be said, through its format and illustration, as well success of 
Roscoe's Butterfly's Ball], allowing Mrs Dorset the opportunity here to republish her poem in a 
'more favorable station' with notes at the end extracted from various natural history sources 
[Wood, Bewick and Bingley are mentioned]. Charlotte Smith's poetry from her 'Conversations' 
of 1804 has also been commandeered to pad out the volume, with permission of her publisher 
and as 'no improper accompaniment.' £150.00  



                   
 
6.  GENLIS, STEPHANIE, COMTESS DE. [TRANSLATED THOMAS HOLCROFT]: 
Tales of the Castle, or, Stories of Instruction and Delight. Being Les Veillees du 
Chateau...translated into English by Thomas Holcroft.  
 
London, GG J and J Robinson, 1785.  
 
5 volumes, 12mo, half titles present to all volumes, contemporary calf, spine gilt with red 
labels, black oval numbering pieces of which 2 are missing and one is chipped, spines a little 
rubbed and with a few small chips at spine ends as well one small abrasion, but generally a very 
good sound tight set in original state,  
 
SECOND EDITION of Holcroft's translation of the De Genlis French original of 1784. A 
significant and influential collection of stories for children, moral in tone, extolling educational 
values as would befit a castle confined governess, which is exactly what De Genlis was.In his 
preface Thomas Holcroft makes no pretense of a faithful translation, though he speaks of the 
work as 'a book in which the powers of genius are ever ardent to inculcate the purest morality. 
He goes on to say, however, 'Of the present version...it was never intended to be anything like 
literal...the liberty of adding a thought is sometimes taken...' It would be interesting to know 
how much is De Genlis and how much Holcroft. With the early ownership to each volume of 
Anna Maria Catherine Springfield £250.00  



                                
 
 
 

                            
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

                                                    
 
7.  HARRIS, JOHN. [Publisher].: Sam Syntax's Description of the Cries of London : as 
they are daily exhibited in the streets : with appropriate engravings. 
 
London, John Harris, 1835.  
 
12mo, frontispiece [depicting Harris's shop facing St Paul's] and 17 leaves printed on rectos 
only, comprising title page and 16 half page wood-engraved illustrations with verse texts 
beneath, hand-coloured throughout, bound [without wrappers, in contemporary half red calf, 
rubbed and repaired to lower joint, corners a little worn, repaired tear to one leaf without loss, a 
few light spots and stains but overall good and with bright colouring,  
 
LAST EDITION OF THE HARRIS PRINTINGS. Moon 766 lists 5 issues from 1820 
onwards, of which this is the last and dated 1835. It was thus the last Harris issue, subsequent 
printings being by his successors, and has come to be regarded as one of Harris’s most 
celebrated and attractive publications. £300.00  



                                                  
 
 

                                                   
 
8.  JACKSON, JOHN.: Rational Amusement for Winter Evenings, or, A collection of 
above 200 curious and interesting puzzles and paradoxes relating to arithmetic, geometry, 
geography, &c. : with their solutions, and four plates, designed chiefly for young persons  
 
London, Longman etc / Bristol, Barry and Son, 1821.  
 
12mo, pp [2], ii, 118, [2] pages, with 4 folding plates of diagrams at the rear, uncut in original 
two tone boards, paper label [this slightly chipped, a little rubbed, plates lightly foxed, a couple 
of minor marginal ink spots and one short clean tear, else a very good unsophisticated copy,  
 
FIRST EDITION; a celebrated collection of 200 mathematical puzzles and riddles, prepared 
by a schoolmaster in Bristol, where the book was actually printed, though with a London 
imprint. The text includes a key for solutions, and doubtless proved entertaining to the curious 
Georgian child. Part of the never ending attempt to divert children from their natural inclination 
for vulgar entertainment towards the worthier pastimes of their elders. £275.00  



                                    
 
 

                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                      
 
 
9.  JEST BOOK.: London Jests: or, a Collection of the Choicest Joques and Repertees 
[sic]. Out of the most celebrated authors, ancient and modern. With an addition of above 
one hundred, never before printed.  
 
London, printed by Tho. Norris 'at the Looking-glass on London Bridge,, 1720. 
 
Small 12mo, pp [6],136 [i.e. 160], lacking frontispiece [A1], bound in later half calf, spine gilt 
ruled, short crack to upper joint, sides rubbed, lower corners chipped, first and last leaves dust-
soiled, text cropped close at fore edge, just touching letters in prelims, else sound and tight,  
 
SECOND NORRIS EDITION, though not so stated on the title. This exceptionally rare jest 
book first appeared, or at least is first recorded, in an edition of 1684 known only from the BL 
copy. It appeared several times before Thomas Norris produced an edition of 172 pages in 
1712. Though the 2 known copies of that edition are not recorded as having a frontispiece, this 
present edition with 160 pages is known to have had one through the sole recorded copy in the 
Bodleian does have it. Nevertheless, it seems likely that the frontispiece will be absent from a 
high proportion of the few recorded editions. ESTC does not record the error of pagination to 
the last page [actually page 160, not 136]. The book comprises 221 numbered jests, and was 
issued  in competition with the similarly titled 'Oxford Jests' as well as the more well-known 
'Joe Miller's Jests.' £225.00  



                                                                              
 
 

                                                  
 
 
10.  MINERVA PRESS FAIRY TALES.: The Palace of Enchantment; or entertaining and 
instructive fairy-tales: containing Fortunio Perfect love ... Illustrated with elegant 
engravings.  
 
London : printed for William Lane, at the Minerva Press, 1794.  
 
12mo, pp [4],282,[2, adverts], with frontispiece and 2 plates, [as required], contemporary 
mottled sheep, spine gilt ruled with red label, worn at head and joints broken and restored, light 
foxing and soiling, mainly marginal, one corner torn with loss of a few words only, else well-
used but complete tight copy,  
 
SECOND EDITION, reprinting without change Lane's first printing of 1788. Blakey, p.166, 
who also points out that some of the twelve fairy tales listed on the title page are from 
D'Aulnoy's 'Tales of the Fairies.' A very scarce Minerva Press children's title in either edition. 
£500.00  



                                                          
 

                                                                    
 
11.  VALENTINE AND ORSON.: The Renowned History of Valentine and Orson the two 
sons of the Emperor of Greece. Newly corrected and amended. Adorn'd with cuts  
 
Glasgow : printed by John McCallum and sold by the booksellers, 1750.  
 
12mo, pp [2],125,[15, comprising contents and final leaf advert for 'A New Academy of 
Compliments'], with 12 crude woodcut illustrations in the text, but without the frontispiece, 
bound in 19th Century polished calf, spine gilt with raised bands and red label, marbled 
endpapers, all edges gilt, and with fine inner gilt dentils, lower board re-hung a few spots and 
stains and slightly browned, but internally sound and clean,  
 
FIRST EDITION THUS, the illustrations necessarily copies, albeit crude ones, from this 
title's many earlier models. The French mediaeval romance achieved enormous popularity as 
cheap literature from the 16th Century onwards, the earlier printings in quarto format, the 
chapbook printings usually mere adumbrations, this Glasgow version something in between. As 
a defective copy, lacking its frontispiece, it was nevertheless thought worthy of a fine binding 
in the mid 19th Century - a time when completeness was not the only criteria for having a book 
in one's collection, even when completeness could be easily recognized. In this case, the rarity 
of McCallum's printing might preclude that; ESTC records only 2 copies, one in NLS, the other 
in New Zealand, both, we presume, with their frontispiece. So one might want to wait for a 
complete copy to come along...' £175.00  



 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
                        
 
 

                                             
 

                                                
 
12.  WALLIS [PUBLISHER]. LIBRARY FOR YOUTH. PILKINGTON, MARY 
[ATTRIB].: Rewards for Attentive studies; or, Stories Moral and Entertaining. London : 
printed for J. Wallis By J. Cundee, 1800. 32mo, pp 62,[2], engraved frontispiece, bound in 
original pale blue boards with white printed label to upper board reading 'Moral Tales', 
rebacked [or as originally issued] in cream paper, and with later neat restoration to the spine, 
free endpapers a little frayed at edges [probably as bound], else clean and sound throughout, 



FIRST EDITION; 'Rewards' was the logical final volume of a series of miniature educational 
texts issued by Wallis is 1800. By collecting, and by inference, reading the previous nine, this 
collection of eight short stories based around humanitarian themes could be considered a 
reward for 'attentive studies.' It is the only fictional part of the series, and commences with 'The 
Grateful Negro.' The complete set could be purchased in a special box entitled 'The Bookcase 
of Knowledge' but the individual volumes were issued separately and in multiple editions, and 
though anonymous in this rare first issue, later printings attribute the stories to Mary Pilkington. 
£200.00  


